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the Attic-Ionian, combining much of the rugged strength
and vigor of the Dorians with the refinement, delicacy, and
versatility of the lonians. Yet the status of woman in
the city of the violet crown was a reproach to its other-
wise unapproachable preeminence. Nowhere else in en-
tire Hellas were Greek women in like measure repressed
and excluded from the higher life of the men as among
the Athenians. Consequently, the name of no great Athe-
nian woman is known to us. But the Ionian repression
of women of honorable station led to the rise of a class of
" emancipated" women, who threw off the shackles that
had bound their sex and united their fortunes with men in
unlawful relations as hetaerae, or "companions." Owing
to their pursuit of the higher learning of the times and
their cultivation of all the feminine arts and graces, the
hetaeras constituted a most interesting phenomenon in
the social life of Greece, and played an important r61e
in Greek culture, especially in Athens. As the centre
of culture for Hellas, and as the exponent of literature
and art for the civilized world, Athens demands especial
attention in its treatment of women.

The classical period of Greek history was succeeded by
the Hellenistic Age, an epoch introduced by the spread
of the Greek language and culture over the vast empire of
Alexander the Great. The theory of the city-state had
been one of the chief causes of the seclusion of women;
and as Alexander broke down the barriers between the
Greek cities and introduced uniformity of life and manners
throughout his empire, from this time on the status of
woman is gradually elevated, her attention to the highe/
education becomes more general, and she takes a more
prominent part in culture and politics and all the living
interests of the day. Alexandria usurps the place of
Athens as the chief centre of Greek life and thought, and